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Sailing ships, stagecoaches, flatboats, and covered wagons&#x97;this is how Casper and

Catherine Hasler and their children traveled to their new home in America. Times were hard in

Europe in 1849 when Casper left his family to sail to the United States. Catherine stayed behind to

await the birth of their sixth child. Once settled in the Midwest, Casper worked as a stonecutter,

sending his wages to Catherine to pay for the family&#x92;s trip. Meanwhile, Catherine and the

children had many adventures of their own, ending in a joyous reunion with Casper amidst the hills

of southern Indiana. That day, Casper had two BIG surprises! Brian Hasler tells the story of his

great-great-grandparents as his father told it to him when he was a young boy. By writing it down,

he saves it for future generations and helps readers understand how and why many Europeans

moved to America. Along with the Haslers&#x92; story, this book introduces young readers to oral

history&#x97;the telling of true stories&#x97;and helps them to start learning about and

investigating their own family stories.
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This is an excellent book that helps teach kids about American history and genaeology. Beautiful

illustrations capture both historical accuracy and personality of characters. This story reminds us

that nearly all Americans share a similar story of immigration while inspiring us to explore and

preserve our own family's unique oral histories before they are lost.
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